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Undecided Final Judgement. The Concept of Resurgence and The

Evolution of Emperor Zhongzong’ s Historical Position

XXX, XX
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Abstract : The concept of Resurgence is an important dimension to observe the evolution of political ecology in
the Tang Dynasty, and it is also the core basis for people in the Tang Dynasty to evaluate and reconstruct the
political image of Emperor Zhongzong. In the past, the academic circles paid attention to the different attitudes
of Emperor Zhongzong towards Resurgence during Shenlong period, but failed to reveal the internal logic of the
evolution of the concept of Resurgence in the Tang Dynasty. Therefore, a necessary explanation was required
for the great change of the historical position of Emperor Zhongzong in the Tang Dynasty.

Based on the historical documents and stele materials, from the perspective of Resurgence, this paper fo-
cuses on the specific political practice and motivation of Emperor Zhongzhong for Resurgence. After the Shen-
long Coup, Emperor Zhongzong reascended the throne and he portrayed himself as the king of Resurgence.
Out of the need to inherit the political legacy of the Wu Zhou Dynasty, he then quickly gave up the propaganda
of Resurgence. However, Emperor Ruizong and Xuanzong did not approve of Emperor Zhongzong’ s succession
of Wuzhou Dynasty, so they identified Emperor Zhongzong as the king of Resurgence again. The key heroes in
Shenlong Coup were thus figured as the key to the realization of the Resurgence in Shenlong period. After Em-
peror Shunzong’ s spirit tablet was placed into the Royal Temple, Emperor Xianzong and his courtiers com-
pletely denied the status of Emperor Zhongzong as the king of Resurgence, but also changed the standard of
Resurgence. Eventually, Emperor Zhongzong degenerated from the King of Resurgence to the king who
brought order out of chaos. Compared with the changeable historical position of Emperor Zhongzong, the offi-
cial evaluation of the key heroes in Shenlong Coup has always been more stable. There is a significant political
difference between their historical position. The repetition of the historical position of Emperor Zhongzong is
closely related to the political situation of the central government in each period, and directly affects the evolu-
tion of the concept of Resurgence.

Compared with previous studies, the academic contributions of this paper are mainly embodied in three
aspects; First, it reveals the close interaction between political ideas and political practice, which deepens the
study of the political history of the Tang Dynasty to some extent; second, the study of historical writing was en-
riched by making full use of the stone inscriptions to summarize the special writing mode adopted by the offi-
cials of the Tang Dynasty in the epitaph; third, by combing and interpreting historical materials such as impe-
rial texts and rescripts and memorials to the throne, it presents the process and historical motivation of the con-
tinuous reconstruction of the image of Emperor Zhongzong in the Tang Dynasty, providing a new perspective for
the study of historical figures.

Key words ;: Emperor Zhongzong of Tang Dynasty; Shenlong Resurgence ; Resurgence concept; historical writ-

ing



